S THE HISTORIC MYSTERY OF THE SPHu.X SOLUED AT LAST?

HOW THE CONSTELLATIONS AQUARIUS
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T one of the great mysteries of the world, What it

slgnified to the anelent race that dwelt on the
banks of the Nile, why and when It was bullt, why fts
peculiar form was given to it, have been questions as im-
poszible to answer a6 Its grim and majestic features have
bean inscrutable,

At last an investigator In America, Mr. Beswick, has
propounded the theory that the Sphinx was srected in honor
af the Winter solstice.or mitlwinter. The lion's body, which
s beneath the level of the earth in the Sphinx, represents
the constellation Lieo, which is ‘helow the horizon: at the
solstied, while the man's head above the earth represents

the constellation Aquarius, which is above the horizon at

‘.‘|..

Myths and legends without number are associated with
Its history, ¥et the archaevlogists have bean hitharto unable
Lo fathom the enlgma of the great sllent figure of man and
llon that is almost human in its expression and so pro-
found and thoughtful in the Intense stare of its big, cav-
arnotis eyes,

Thet this Bgyptian Sphinx was of Assyrian origin, and
that It served as a model, with certain modifications of
form, for other sphinxes of lesser importance and historl-
cal fame, has been well known.

Notable gmong these Is the Theban Sphinx, the author
of the celebrated riddle, and the subject of Ingres's clas-
sie painting, réproduced on this page,

same perlod,

FB great BEgyptian Sphinx is the ‘most fascinating

fantment of antiquity that has come down to"
It Is 0 work of wonderful majesty, and its
chief characteristic has given to every civillzed
lsnpunge n synonyme for mysiery.

A riddle of the Sphinx wis solved in Greek
mythplogy, but the troe riddle of " the great
Egyptian Eplilnx remolned unselved for modern
natlons until the other dag.

It has been discovered by Mr. 8. Beswick, C. K., of Hollidays-
buyg, Pd., that (he Sphlnx bad an exaect astronomical, as well as
s relizlous meaping for the ancient Egyptlans. He is ahont to
publish p ook on this subject, and the sallent points of this are
printed In ithe Sunday Journal, Thlas book Is awalted with tt
decpest interest by sclentlfic men, as may be judged’ from it
statement of Professor Rees, of Columbla Callegze, one of th.
leading astronomers of the country.

Mr. Beswick., whols English by birth, was o pupll of the
great . Dr. Dalton, of Manchestéer, and a member of the British
Agsoclation. He Is the lnventor of A method of computing the
mazgnetic declantion of the needle,

Mr. Beswick hns in fact solved the mystery of the Bphinx.
He finds that the Hgyptians built this eolossal monument to com-
memaorate the Winter solstlee or Midwinter, which was to them
the most Impressive event of the year. The Bphinxz consists of
the bead of & man on the body of a lon. A royal ¢rown s on
the hend. Tt was pluead In a great amphitheatre, the body be-
low the level of the earth and the head above. This representa
the exact position of the constellations Leo, the Lion, and
Agquarlus, the Water Bearer, In Lhe heavens at midwinter,
Aguartus Is represcuted In Asironomy a8 a man. At midwinter
Lio Is below the borizon and the hend of Aguaring just above.

The Winter golstlee appenred portentons to  the anelent
Egyptlans 1o thelr carly hislory, beeduse when the days becume
very ghort they belleved the light of the stin ‘was golng out for-
ever, When the rulers of the land erected thls monoment to re-
mind {he people thut the heavens moved in & regular course, and
as an act of revergnee {0 the celestinl bodles.

The great Sphinx rises out of the desert mear Gizeh, in Egypt.
It Is o neighbor of the Pyramids, with which 1t s Intimately an-
foelated ln history and meaning, For more than twenty cene
turies the great humnu-headed lon with the mnjestlc and mys-
terious face has gared on the world, Napoleon: reviewed his
soldiers n its ghodow and sald fo them: “Twenty centurles look
down upon yow'" The face hrs been disfigured by the elements
nud by rediglons fanntics, whal saw In [ts in®srutable exoression
an abject of dread and evil; hok neither time oor man: has hesn
whle to obliterate the majesty of the great monnment.

It i= strange that modern people should have remained In |g-
derance of the meadlng of o mmonument which was erected to
earreet the Jgoorance of primitive FEgyptlans, Innnmerable tie-
ories a8 to lts sipnificance lave been entertalsed, 1t was sald
i6 represent the Neplilllm or Glibborim glabts of Orlents! my-
H;.'ﬂw,_;_\— who perished before the Bood. More recent Investigntors
thoaght 1t the lkeness of the king who erected it, but the fact
thgt it had the upturned beard of a god seems fatal to thils.

AMr. Deswlck bnses hls theory on the universally pdm!tted fact
that BEgeptlan religlon was inextricably bound uwp with as-
tropomy. Inoadditton fo the religlous and  astronomleal *signif-
ecanee of tlhe Sphinx, the man's head and llon's body symboilzed
the unlon of Intelléet and strength.

In the Sphinx the catire body of the llon s burled and sunk
betew the lorlzon In solld rock to represent the constellation of
Lien, which 14 sunk below the celestial horfzon at the moment
when the sin geoms fo stand still (the solstice), swhile the head of
this eonstellation Aguariva at the eame Mmoment fs at the Winter
sulsliee nscendiug aliove the horizon. The epoch represenied by
the Bphinx was that nf the Autumnal beginning of (be primeral
Erar, with the son in Aquarins at. the Winte: wolstice,

=,

AND LEO ‘GAVE THE IDEA TO THE ANCIENT

EGYPTIANS TO: BUILD THE!'SPHINX WITH THE

ITl famous Sphinx of Egypt has for centurles been ‘
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{ gradual approach to the platform ares.

OEDIPUS SOLVING THE RIDDLE OF THE THEBAN SPHINX.

M

(Reprodnecd from the Famous Painting by Ingres, in the Lounvre.)

The Theban Sphinx, according to the fable, proposed a riddle to the people, and put to death all who could not an-
swer it. No one succeeded in answering the riddle, which was: *“What is that which is four-footed, - three-footed and two-
footed?” Finally the great Oedipus, King of Thebes, gave the correct answer, "Man,"” who is four-foated in imfancy, three-
footed in old age, when ht walks with the help of a cane, and two-footed the rest of his life. Thereupon tije Sphanx, so the

fable runs, slew herself. The Theban Sphinx figured prominently in the Grecian niythology and was also a favorite subject of

Now, If & celestinl map or chart of ihe leavens be examined,

the Greek dramtists. . In the Grecian fable the Sphinx was female. ;

A MAN AND THEBODY OF A LION.
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something of thelr o

R. "BEBWICK'S  theorr Ia

Interesting anfl baged
upon a very Ingenl 1y would pot ba
at sl surprising 1 ¢ ptlans had preserved
rongmics] conceptions In thelr stone
monuments, - Thar the pyramids had some astronomicsd
purpose has long heep the bellef of modern agironomers
Professor Proctor holds that at one time the spex of the
pyrumld was not b ¢ level space being left 1b/Eerve
af o platform . for asironomlical obsarvations. Others have
held that what are now termed ventllatore—the spides rin-
ning from the base of the prramid to the exterior—may
Inwe served as dark tubes far the studs of the stars the
obseryer standing at the interlor end of the base of the
jmanument.

77 ghall be glhd to seo Mr. Beswick's bool on the smb=
ject of the Bphinx and pyramide, so 8s to nsecertaln his |
proofs for the contentlon that the Ephinx represents Aqus-
rus and Leo. It is an resting sugzestion which boa
further astronomlcal enlenlutions may prove.
o000 0000000000
it will be meen how the Bphinx has been condtrneted and formed!
out of the constellatlons Leo and Aquariue At the moment ot_
mifwinter the track af the surih around the gun fecliptitd sp-
pears in the sonthemn haif of the heavens aud the half of the
sun's eirouit, Including the whole hody of Led, or 1he Hon, Iy ap-
parently below the horizon. This would be the exact r_-on.-blnntl'nnl
which forms this ancient stonp mopumeni—the head of Aquarioe
above the bodr of Leo, with the entire bbdy of Leo sunk “below
the horizon.

As thus- constrocted the Eplinx, to the Egyptinn of 1hres
thougand years ago, was the embodiment of the most wonfisrial
occnrrence within his ken. When he saw the days growing
shiorter and shorter, the destructlen’ of the world seemed A
minent; he thought that all would soon be swallowed up o durk-
ness.  But whes the solstiee pnsaed and the dags again lengih-
ened he noted the position of the constellations, personificd and
worsbipped them. He 41d the saine at the Summer solstice, when
the dars began to lesrihen,

The Sphlax was donliless § oreition of the scientific priests
of On or Hellopolis, and formed a part of the astronomiet] gy
tem which then prevalled, and whiel hias also boen eaiholied 1o
the Great Pyramid. We have both direct and Indireet proof thal
the Sphinx and Prramid belonged to the same eFn

To the priests the Sphiox was known sy Harmnchls, Hevmae
chis Is the youthful rising sun called: “Horus {n the Hartzon ™

Wkhen the priests of On bullt the Sphiny they bollowed oul in
a rocky plitenn an Immense basin or ampliitheatire, in the middls
of which the nntural rock was left as u central ecore, so o8 to b
sopiptursd into the stone menument, A sloping de-
scent of 135 feet of steps was eut ln rook forty feol wide ns a
Thls wagnificent fne
ronpmleal symbol Is sixty-four feet bigh, as we now find It, with
a platform Leneath 10
. The bedy of the Sphinx Is 140" feet In length; the head
measures aliout thirty feet from the top of the forobend to tha

ebin snd is fourieun fest wide.
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The Sphintx s anjessential adjonct to the Great Peramld, ant
wae erected simultnneously or duting the same perlod. The astro-
nomleal evidence and features are absolutely identlen).  Mr
Deswick demonstrates some remarkoble mathemptiodl ooincle
dences which apply to both, bot they are undersiandible. how-
ever, only by the astravomer. By ecalculation ke proves that the
Pyrramld and Sphinx were erectsd 2782 B, C., the ofly time ag
whicl the sstronomlesl combinatlon symbolized by thelr dimen-
slons was possible, v

The Sphinx belongs not only to Egrpt, but s fouha Ia al
anclent ¢ivilizations,

The Assyrinns, whose civliization preceded the Egyptians,
eregted Splinxes.  What the Sphinx meant po the snclent Am
syrinns is stlll nmoot guestlon among Assyriologlsts. Whole sse-
nues, of Sphinxes are Found leading up to the rutnod.'tlw
though fhese ofien toke the form of winged bulls: But ths fact
that Lhe Asgyrians wirp prest astronomers, thit they erscted
hajge siage-dnwers (1he antecedents of the Pyramids), am o
servatories, would seetn (o show that thelr Sphluxes sise by
gome ‘setrovosmicn] Denring, [

From Assyrin the Sphioz and the Pyrramid were trumgfrr&ﬂ to
Egypt, accerdlng to the latest conclusions of swl Investigators
#s Morgat. And from: Egypt fhie Spliins. aud istich of
Egypiian culture are ksown to have been enrtiod to Gireece.

In Gresee, Sphinxes were promivest inomythelogy and i the
classivul drumas of the gront Greek writers, The Theban Sphlax

e

was jrobably second In historical fame'and olassio impiortasce . &

to the Great Bphinz of Egypt. It was the Thebun Sphin
which, accorffing to the fable, propounded the celebrsted rlild
which hes been hunded down through the centorios fo wil th
school Lioks, and which punlshed with deatd Al the b =%
Thebans who falled to answer the: riddle currectly., The Greek
Sphinx hed usually the winged bodr of o lion and the face and
breast of & Foung woman. .

Opr word “Bplhiux' s derived from the Greek, meaniog *a
thyottler,’ That ls vssentlally o Greek slgnificance, derived fram
the Theban Ephinx. In the light of the Intest dlsrovefy there in

mp resgob for giving %o barsh a upame to the sreni Egyptlen
Ephlnz’ : - - i
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